
Wayne Schuh got it exactly right 
when he said of his friend, Eli Mor-
gan’s devotion to Self Enhance-
ment, “It’s really about love.”

Mr. Schuh was paying tribute 
to Mr. Morgan, but his words res-
onated with just about everyone 
who attended Art & Soul 2008, Self 
Enhancement’s annual fundrais-
ing gala. Despite a very challeng-
ing economic climate, more than 
350 donors came out on a beautiful 
September night to give generously 
in support of Self Enhancement’s 
students and programs.

Guests were treated to a behind-
the-scenes look at Self Enhance-
ment featuring fun demonstra-
tions and lots of interaction with 
the students like “Are You Smarter 
than an SEI Student?” a send up of 
the popular game show. There was 
also a digital art project that invited 
guests to paint on a blank canvas 
while their strokes were digitally 
photographed and then spliced to-
gether into a video masterpiece. 

The dinner and live auction were 
punctuated by three great student 
performances featuring the up-
lifting Sounds of Soul Mass Choir, 
powerful student testimonials and 
a thrilling 25th anniversary perfor-
mance of the smash hit “Thriller.”

The energized crowd was ea-
ger to bid on everything from art to 
fabulous vacation getaways, while 
the paddle raise brought in money 
for  student sponsorships. For Eli 
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thing greater than himself. Eric 
was a spiritual guy who let actions 
speak louder than words.

Eric met his wife, Siyonna, at 
Portland State University 
in 2004 while earning his 
degree in mathematics. 
Eric and Siyonna were 
inseparable and added 
two daughters to their 
family, Haley Marie Webb 
(2 years old) and Lauren 
Elise Webb (10 months 

old). Eric’s wife and children were 
the center of his joy.

 While his loss has been tough, 
it is comforting to know that if one 
person could affect so many lives 
in such a brief period of time, just 
imagine what we can accomplish if 
we all reach, together, for that little 
piece of Eric Webb in each of us.

Eric Webb: A Tribute
Farewell, Mr. SEI

If we measure a person by the 
lives he or she touches, then Eric 
Martel Webb’s 25 years were very 
rich indeed. Though the Compton, 
California native never 
attended Self Enhance-
ment, Eric embodied our 
ideals - heart and soul. 

As the In School Co-
ordinator at Beaumont 
Middle School, Eric re-
energized the program 
and earned the re-
spect and admiration of teachers 
and students alike. 

He loved working with kids and 
tackled every new challenge with 
his infectious smile and joyously 
competitive spirit.  He was one of 
those rare individuals who was 
exceptionally gifted but who used 
those gifts in the service of some- pg. 1
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Art & Soul 2008
Donors “show the love”  
for Self Enhancement

Hitting all the high notes: The Sounds of Soul Mass Choir brings the 
power of Self Enhancment to life through song at Art & Soul 2008. The annual 
event raises critically needed dollars to support students and programs.
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Dance, particularly hip-hop 
style, is nothing new to kids at Self 
Enhancement, but professional 
New York dancer Thaddeus Davis 
had the 72 students at his two-
week Art of Dancing workshops 
stretching their bodies, and imagi-
nations, in some surprising new 
directions. 

“I like his style of teaching,” 
says Shardea, an 8th grader at SEI 
Academy. “He taught me a new 
style of dancing that I can carry 
over into the other dance forms.” 

The purpose behind the project 
was to give students a foundation 
in proper ballet technique while 
also using creative movement as a 
form of positive expression. 

“We wanted to expose our kids 
to a different part of dance,” notes 
Self Enhancement’s Middle School 
Program Manager. “Who knows, 
one of our kids might end up join-
ing a dance company some day.” 

 The workshop was made pos-
sible through a partnership with 
Northwest Professional Dance 
Project, a Portland-based orga-
nization that is helping train a 
new generation of dancers. Scott 
Lewis, the organization’s Execu-
tive Director, notes the goal is to 
help kids “Make the connection 

between what they visualize in the 
mind’s eye and what their bodies 
actually do.”

 The Art of Dancing is just 
one example of the dozens of 
programs, classes and enrich-
ment opportunities offered to stu-
dents during Self Enhancement’s  
six-week Summer Program.

The theme “Shout Out Your 
Support” appropriately captured 
the mood at Here+Now 2008, Self 
Enhancement’s 3rd annual event 
for young professionals, since there 
was plenty to shout about.

More than 350 friends and 
supporters filled Self Enhancement 
on October 18 to enjoy fabulous food, 
see Self Enhancement firsthand 
and make a difference while having 
a great time.

In fact, guests who wandered 
into the computer lab suddenly 
found themselves in the middle 

sound stage where guests could 
rock out while cool effects were 
added digitally to the background 
and the performances beamed live 
to several TV screens in the lobby.

Many shout outs were also given 
for the student artists whose works 
were part of the silent auction. The 
beautiful pieces were a showcase 
of artistry featuring a mix of self 
portraits, vivid landscapes and 
African motifs - all bid on and sold 
in the silent auction.

For the main event, guests 
put food and drink aside to raise 

Here+Now 2008
Shout Out Your Support

of a music video. As part of the 
backstage experience, enterprising 
students used a digital camera, 
green screen and a copy of the video 
game Rock Band to create a virtual Continues on pg. 3

Dance Mastery Class students “Thrill” the crowd at the Portland Trail 
Blazer’s opening night with a 25th anniversary performance of “Thriller.”

Here+Now committee members Robin 
Beavers and Danny Slifman (left) hang 
with co-chair Justin Sawyer. 

Dancer Headlines Summer Program
Partnership with Northwest Professional Dance Project  
Brings Thaddeus Davis to Self Enhancement 
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If you want to believe in the 
power of second chances, you 
need to meet Karen. She, like the 
other 16 parents at the Family 
Enhancement Program’s Parent 
Graduation Night on September 
30, had come very close to losing 
custody of her children. 

But with the help and support 
of Self Enhancement Community 
and Family Programs, Karen 
regained her dignity, self 
confidence and most importantly, 
custody of two of her children.

On a night filled with emotion, 
Karen’s words summed up what 
many of the grateful parents were 
feeling: “People wonder whether 
these programs work. I’m up 
here to tell you they work.” 

While the Family 
Enhancement Program does 
work, it’s anything but easy. 
Parents are often involved for 
months or even years as they 
take classes, attend counseling 
and develop the  personal skills 

Morgan, whose ties to Self En-
hancement go back more than 
a decade, it was a very satisfy-

ing night. He was honored with 
the 2008 Life Has Options Award, 
given to those who significantly 
contribute to Self Enhancement’s 
mission of providing positive op-
tions for Portland’s youth.

While Mr. Morgan graciously 
accepted his award, Mr. Schuh 
offered a great tribute as to why 
Self Enhancement needs a guy 
like Eli Morgan, and why a guy 
like Eli Morgan needs Self En-
hancement: “It’s L-O-V-E ‘Love,’ 
and love has results too. In this 
case, love has wonderful results.” 
(More event photos are available 
at www.selfenhancement.org.)

A&S Continues...

and support system needed to 
become more effective parents. 

Karen has received support 
from Self Enhancement for more 
than six years and she is grateful 

to her Coordinator, Ellon Manly, 
for all the help she has received: 
“SEI bent over backwards to help 
me get my children back.”

Each year, Self Enhancement 
Community and Family Programs 
helps more than 100 families like 
Karen’s - giving them a second 
chance to stay together and beat 
the odds.

their hands in support of students. 
Many guests took advantage of a 
$100 match by the Maybelle Clark 
Macdonald Fund to double their 
money for student sponsorships. 
Special thanks to everyone who 
contributed!

The party continued late into the 
evening with staff and guests alike 
dancing and celebrating well past 
the midnight hour - shouting out 
to another successful Here+Now. 
(More event photos are available at 
www.selfenhancement.org.)

H+N Continues...
Sean Brannon - Lewis & Clark, BA in Economics
Alicia Broadous - Portland State University, BS in Criminal Justice
Jamilah Cash - Oregon State University, BS in Business
Domonique Debnam - Portland State University, BA in Business
Shareena Holloway - University of Oregon, MS in Education
Ebony Lawrence - University of Oregon, BS in Journalism
Natasha Love - Bowie State University, BA in Business Management
Sommer Martin - Tennessee State University, BS in Communications 
Joakina Mode - Oregon State University, BS Speech in Communications
Nyla Moore - University of Oregon, BA in English
Ombrea Moore - University of Oregon, BA in Sociology
Julie Ngyuen - University of Oregon, BA in Political Science
Caressa Sims - Portland State University, BS in Accounting

Congratulations, 2008 College Graduates

Karen (right) says “SEI bent 
over backwards to help me get 
my children back.”

Eli Morgan receives the Life 
Has Options Award

Head of the Class
Parents Graduate from Family Enhancement 
Program with New Skills/New Lease on Life

Youth Potential Realized, Fall/Winter 2008
pg. 3



Nonprofit Org.  
US Postage 

PAID  
Portland, Oregon 
Permit NO. 2842

Please share your thoughts about our Newsletter! We would love to hear from you.  
Send your ideas, comments and more to newsletter@selfenhancement.org.

Self Enhancement, Inc. 
3920 North Kerby Ave 
Portland, OR 97227 
www.selfenhancement.org

Gospel Brunch
Sunday, February 22, 2009

Self Enhancement, Inc.

Art & Soul
Saturday, September 19, 2009

Self Enhancement, Inc.

Event Questions? 
Contact Jennifer Dougherty at 

jenniferd@selfenhancement.org or 
503-249-1721 ext. 244

Events

We’re in the 2008 
Willamette Week 
Give!Guide!
FREE giveaways when you 
Donate by Dec. 31, 2008.

Go to www.wweek.com/giveguide.

Dear Friends,
The past few 

months have been a 
time of triumph and 
tragedy here at Self 
Enhancement, Inc.

First, I am 
very excited to 
report that our 
Summer Program - 
considered one of the 

most comprehensive in the country - was 
a great success. More than 700 students 
participated in a broad-based curriculum 
that included core academic disciplines 
like reading, mathematics and science, 
physical education as well as enrichment 
opportunities from the culinary arts to 
community service.

Second, like many of you, Self 
Enhancement is weathering the financial 
crisis but many of the students and families 
we serve will be the ones hardest hit this 

A Letter from the President
holiday season. If you have the capacity to 
give, you can make the greatest difference 
this year, right now, with a gift. 

Finally, we have been coping with the 
tragic loss of our bright, young In School 
Coordinator for Beaumont Middle School, 
Eric Webb. Eric was an inspiration; his loss 
is felt by everyone at Self Enhancement. As 
you will discover, however, we are closer 
and stronger than ever as a community, 
and we are rededicated to carrying out the 
mission of youth empowerment that Eric 
believed in so deeply. 

I am truly excited about the year ahead, 
and I look forward to sharing more stories 
and successes from Self Enhancement in 
the near future.

Thank you for your continuing 
support.

Tony L. Hopson, Sr.
President & CEO,  

Self Enhancement, Inc. 
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