
Wayne Schuh got it exactly right 
when he said of his friend, Eli Mor-
gan’s devotion to Self Enhance-
ment, “It’s really about love.”

Mr. Schuh was paying tribute 
to Mr. Morgan, but his words res-
onated with just about everyone 
who attended Art & Soul 2008, Self 
Enhancement’s annual fundrais-
ing gala. Despite a very challeng-
ing economic climate, more than 
350 donors came out on a beautiful 
September night to give generously 
in support of Self Enhancement’s 
students and programs.

Guests were treated to a behind-
the-scenes look at Self Enhance-
ment featuring fun demonstra-
tions and lots of interaction with 
the students like “Are You Smarter 
than an SEI Student?” a send up of 
the popular game show. There was 
also a digital art project that invited 
guests to paint on a blank canvas 
while their strokes were digitally 
photographed and then spliced to-
gether into a video masterpiece. 

The dinner and live auction were 
punctuated by three great student 
performances featuring the up-
lifting Sounds of Soul Mass Choir, 
powerful student testimonials and 
a thrilling 25th anniversary perfor-
mance of the smash hit “Thriller.”

The energized crowd was ea-
ger to bid on everything from art to 
fabulous vacation getaways, while 
the paddle raise brought in money 
for  student sponsorships. For Eli 
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thing greater than himself. Eric 
was a spiritual guy who let actions 
speak louder than words.

Eric met his wife, Siyonna, at 
Portland State University 
in 2004 while earning his 
degree in mathematics. 
Eric and Siyonna were 
inseparable and added 
two daughters to their 
family, Haley Marie Webb 
(2 years old) and Lauren 
Elise Webb (10 months 

old). Eric’s wife and children were 
the center of his joy.

 While his loss has been tough, 
it is comforting to know that if one 
person could affect so many lives 
in such a brief period of time, just 
imagine what we can accomplish if 
we all reach, together, for that little 
piece of Eric Webb in each of us.

Eric Webb: A Tribute
Farewell, Mr. SEI

If we measure a person by the 
lives he or she touches, then Eric 
Martel Webb’s 25 years were very 
rich indeed. Though the Compton, 
California native never 
attended Self Enhance-
ment, Eric embodied our 
ideals - heart and soul. 

As the In School Co-
ordinator at Beaumont 
Middle School, Eric re-
energized the program 
and earned the re-
spect and admiration of teachers 
and students alike. 

He loved working with kids and 
tackled every new challenge with 
his infectious smile and joyously 
competitive spirit.  He was one of 
those rare individuals who was 
exceptionally gifted but who used 
those gifts in the service of some- pg. 1
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Art & Soul 2008
Donors “show the love”  
for Self Enhancement

Hitting all the high notes:  The Sounds of Soul Mass Choir brings the 
power of Self Enhancment to life through song at Art & Soul 2008. The annual 
event raises critically needed dollars to support students and programs.
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Dance, particularly hip-hop 
style, is nothing new to kids at Self 
Enhancement, but professional 
New York dancer Thaddeus Davis 
had the 72 students at his two-
week Art of Dancing workshops 
stretching their bodies, and imagi-
nations, in some surprising new 
directions. 

“I like his style of teaching,” 
says Shardea, an 8th grader at SEI 
Academy. “He taught me a new 
style of dancing that I can carry 
over into the other dance forms.” 

The purpose behind the project 
was to give students a foundation 
in proper ballet technique while 
also using creative movement as a 
form of positive expression. 

“We wanted to expose our kids 
to a different part of dance,” notes 
Self Enhancement’s Middle School 
Program Manager. “Who knows, 
one of our kids might end up join-
ing a dance company some day.” 

 The workshop was made pos-
sible through a partnership with 
Northwest Professional Dance 
Project, a Portland-based orga-
nization that is helping train a 
new generation of dancers. Scott 
Lewis, the organization’s Execu-
tive Director, notes the goal is to 
help kids “Make the connection 

between what they visualize in the 
mind’s eye and what their bodies 
actually do.”

 The Art of Dancing is just 
one example of the dozens of 
programs, classes and enrich-
ment opportunities offered to stu-
dents during Self Enhancement’s  
six-week Summer Program.

The theme “Shout Out Your 
Support” appropriately captured 
the mood at Here+Now 2008, Self 
Enhancement’s 3rd annual event 
for young professionals, since there 
was plenty to shout about.

More than 350 friends and 
supporters filled Self Enhancement 
on October 18 to enjoy fabulous food, 
see Self Enhancement firsthand 
and make a difference while having 
a great time.

In fact, guests who wandered 
into the computer lab suddenly 
found themselves in the middle 

sound stage where guests could 
rock out while cool effects were 
added digitally to the background 
and the performances beamed live 
to several TV screens in the lobby.

Many shout outs were also given 
for the student artists whose works 
were part of the silent auction. The 
beautiful pieces were a showcase 
of artistry featuring a mix of self 
portraits, vivid landscapes and 
African motifs - all bid on and sold 
in the silent auction.

For the main event, guests 
put food and drink aside to raise 

Here+Now 2008
Shout Out Your Support

of a music video. As part of the 
backstage experience, enterprising 
students used a digital camera, 
green screen and a copy of the video 
game Rock Band to create a virtual Continues on pg. 3

Dance Mastery Class students “Thrill” the crowd at the Portland Trail 
Blazer’s opening night with a 25th anniversary performance of “Thriller.”

Here+Now committee members Robin 
Beavers and Danny Slifman (left) hang 
with co-chair Justin Sawyer. 

Dancer Headlines Summer Program
Partnership with Northwest Professional Dance Project  
Brings Thaddeus Davis to Self Enhancement 
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