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Self Enhancement, Inc. (SEI) Raises Record $2 Million
 at Annual Art + Soul Gala 
-- Results nearly double last year’s total --


PORTLAND, Ore. – Oct. 13, 2004 – Self Enhancement, Inc. (SEI) reached another fund-raising milestone Oct. 9 when it raised $2 million at its 11th annual Art + Soul Gala.  More than 500 patrons packed the Center for Self Enhancement’s gymnasium, which was converted into a ballroom, for an evening of food, philanthropy and performance.

Organizers believe it is one of the most successful single-night fund-raising events ever held in Portland.  The results nearly double the more than $1 million record set at last year’s auction, which had similar attendance.  The event was sold out for the fifth consecutive year.

As is the tradition at Art + Soul, the program was paused midway through the evening to let guests donate directly toward student sponsorships.  A record $1.6 million was raised during this portion of the evening alone, with bidding led by local business leaders and philanthropists, and longtime SEI supporters Howard Hedinger and Eli Morgan.

The event meets a portion of the fund-raising needs for SEI, which has an annual operating budget of nearly $7 million.  Proceeds from Art + Soul support SEI’s award-winning academic programs for local youth, which have greatly expanded this year to include new offerings such as its newly opened charter school, The SEI Academy.  SEI programs now serve more than 2,000 underserved youth and their families annually in comprehensive in-school, after-school and summer academic programs, the highest number ever served by the nearly 25-year-old nonprofit. 
Returning co-chairs for the event were Linda Wright, V.P. and NW Regional Manager of US Bank, and Jan Turner of J.T. Designs.  Major sponsors were Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund, Providence Health Systems, US Bank, Morgan Family Foundation, Rombauer Vineyards, SilverSea Cruise Line, and Oregon Steel Mills.
Tony Hopson, founder, president and CEO of SEI, was overwhelmed by the event’s success, which greatly exceeded expectations.  “In our nearly 25-year history, this year more than ever we’ve stretched our resources to help a growing number of youth realize their full potential,” said Hopson.  “Our efforts would not be possible without the help of the local community, which year after year continues to amaze us with even greater generosity and support.”
The evening showcased the talent of youth participating in SEI programs.  Special guests included representatives from Atlanta interested in replicating SEI’s nationally award-winning model in their community, as well as Koerner Rombauer from Rombauer Vineyards, who donated wine for the evening.

Following a silent auction and four-course dinner, the oral auction featured works from local artists such as Chad Crouch, Liz Mapelli, Hazel Schlessinger, Arvie Smith, Max Grover and Ceclia Hallinan, as well exciting vacation packages.  Top- selling lots included:

· A one-week stay in a Tuscan villa in Panzana City for eight including VIP tours of some of Italy’s most private, exclusive cellars -- $17,500
· A 10-day flyfishing expedition in Mongolia -- $15,000
· A one-week stay at a Tuscan farmhouse near Siena including a private wine tasting,  half-day cooking class, five-course meal and guided historical tour -- $19,000
· A week-long trip for two on the American Orient Express streamliner train from Washington, DC to New Orleans -- $17,000
Lake Oswego-based Auctionpay, which provided payment processing at the event, was impressed with the caliber of support from the Portland community.  The company has supported more than 2,000 fundraising auctions nationwide – including charity auctions in the largest U.S. cities.

During its 11-year history, Art + Soul has raised more than $5 million dollars for SEI programs.  
Founded in 1981, SEI provides opportunities for personal and academic success, working with schools, families and community organizations to bring hope to individual young people and enhance the quality of community life.  SEI begins working with kids as young as eight though age 25 in school, out of school, on weekends and vacations through a variety of comprehensive, results-driven programs.  Traditionally, children in SEI programs have better grades, school attendance and graduation rates compared to their peers.  This year, 98 percent of SEI students graduated from high school and 85 percent will go on to college, many on scholarship.  SEI is one of Portland’s largest minority employers, with 67 full-time and 32 part-time staff, as well as more than 100 summer hires.  For more information, visit The Center for Self Enhancement in North Portland or www.selfenhancement.org.
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